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Overview

The purpose of this presentation is to: 

ïProvide a brief overview of the timber harvest 
process in Calvert County.

ïPresent a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)  
document on timber harvesting to be posted on 
the Environmental Commission website.  



Rules, Regulations 
& Agencies



Rules & Regulations

Most people think that 
the rules and regs are 
directed specifically at 
which trees can be cut.

In reality the rules and 
regs have more to do 
with soil erosion control 
and maintaining water 
quality.



The Permit Process

In Calvert Co. the only permit required for a timber 
harvest is a Sediment & Erosion Control Plan (SECP).  

Prepared by a 
forester licensed in 

the State of MD

Reviewed by the
Calvert Soil 

Conservation District  
(SCD)and MD Forest 

Service (MFS)

Enforced by the MD 
Dept. of the 

Environment 
(MDE)



Licenses

Loggers must possess two certifications in order to 
log:

1. &ÏÒÅÓÔ 0ÒÏÄÕÃÔ /ÐÅÒÁÔÏÒȭÓ ÌÉÃÅÎÓÅ ɉÉÓÓÕÅÄ ÂÙ 
MFS)

2. Best Management Practices (BMP) Training 
#ÅÒÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ Ȱ&ÏÒÅÓÔ (ÁÒÖÅÓÔ 'ÒÅÅÎ #ÁÒÄȱ ɉÉÓÓÕÅÄ 
by MDE)



Harvest Types

Clearcuts

Removal of all trees within a sale boundary.



Harvest Types

Select Harvest

Removal of~25 ɀ50% of the trees within a sale boundary.



Harvest Types

Row Thinning

Removal of every 3rd or 4th row and every 3rd or 4th 
tree in the remaining rows.



ÅTimber harvesting is 
allowed in the Chesapeake 
Bay Critical Area.

ÅCritical Area law (NR 
Article §8-1801 ɀ8-1817) 
requires additional 
measures to protect water 
quality and wildlife habitat.

ÅA Critical Area Timber 
Harvest Plan must be 
prepared by a licensed 
forester and be reviewed by 
the Calvert Forestry Board.  

Critical Area



ÅForest Conservation law 
(NR Article §5-1603) 
requires local govts. to 
develop a forest 
conservation program.

ÅTimber harvesting is 
allowed in open 
spaces/forest retention 
areas (Calvert Co. Ordinance 
8-3.04 (S)).

ÅA Forest Management Plan 
and a Timber Harvest Plan 
must be prepared by a 
licensed forester and be 
reviewed by the Calvert 
Forestry Board.  

Open Space



The Permit Process

ÅThe SECP does not dictate what type of timber 
harvest is used (clearcut, select cut, row thinning, 
etc.) in most settings.

ÅHowever, in streamside management zones (SMZs) 
and in the Critical Area, the amount of trees to be 
left behind is set by regulations and described in 
the SECP.



The Permit Process

ÅOnce the SECP is reviewed and approved by the 
MFS and SCD, a copy is provided to the Calvert 
Planning & Zoning Dept., the landowner, logger 
and consultant forester for their records.  

ÅThe logger/operator may proceed with the harvest 
at their convenience.

ÅThe SECPs are good for two years from the date of 
approval.



The Permit Process

ÅAdjacent 
landowners are not 
required to be 
notified of a 
pending timber 
harvest.

ÅSetback distances 
from property lines 
are not required.


